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The Go-To’s at Bookstore & Coffin Street
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MULTI-GENERATIONAL

Family businesses 
such as Van Hin Book 
Co. have been passed 

down from genera-
tion to generation, 

developing new ser-
vices while maintain-

ing its traditions.

Only 2 coffi n makers, running for more 
than 100 years.
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AN ONGOING LEGACY

2222211111111

Only 2 coffi n makers, running for more 

3
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PRESERVED
TRADING HUB

FINANCIAL HUB

Facades retain their originality, offering a 
glimpse into Penang’s colonial past..

Beach Street was strategically lo-
cated along the coastline, providing 
easy access to the bustling harbor.

By the late 19th century, 
Beach Street had become the 

fi nancial heart of Penang.
“a war started by a Malay 

throwing rambutan skin to 
a Chinaman”
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Beach Street had become the 

TRADING HUB
Facades retain their originality, offering a 
glimpse into Penang’s colonial past..

“a war started by a Malay 
throwing rambutan skin to 

a Chinaman”
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DENSELY MOTORISED

DEAD PASTOVERWHELMED

WAITING FOR ITS END

A place that was once human-scaled has now notoriously 
transformed into overwhelming concrete buildings

Tek Soon Street now covers itself in the shadows of the adjacent 
buildings. Traces of its vibrant past no longer breathe.

Now a service road for lorries and 
parking spots for motorcycles.

Childhood memories of Gladstone Road and 
Tek Soon Street gradually fading away.
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SETTLEMENTS

SWEET NOSTALGIA

AN UNFAMILIAR PLACE

A TREASURED AISLE

Replaced with Komtar, Maxwell Road’s past great 
entertainment are now just distant nightly halluci-
nation for the Ah Peks, Ah Toks and Thaiya jis. 
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SPARED-MISTREATMENT

COEXISTING COMMUNITIES
Locals and immigrants living 
in the back lanes in harmony.

Trishaw pedallers sit in a squatting position to 
ease the discomfort of their tired legs. Today, 
the Teochew porridge business no longer exists.

During the widening of Magazine Road in the 1970s,  
Magazine Road Heritage Row was spared by the bull 
dozers when Rent Control Act was imposed.

SPARED-MISTREATMENT
During the widening of Magazine Road in the 1970s,  

COEXISTING COMMUNITIES
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DR LIM CHWEE LEONG ROAD
Memories of Prangin Road & Maxwell Road

TEK SOON STREET
The Lost Essence of Gladstone Road

BEACH STREET
Beach Street’s Trading & Finance Hub
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PROGRAMME PROPOSAL
GATEWAY TO UNESCO HERITAGE SITE

1.  EVENT SPACE 1.  CULTURAL & 
SEASONAL EVENT

2.  OUTDOOR MAR-
KET SPACE 

2.  ART INSTALLA-
TION

3.  TEMPORAL      
SPACE 

3.  EXHIBITION   
SPACE

1. PEDESTRIAN 
FRIENDLY STREET

2.  PASSIVE GREEN 
STRATEGIES

3.  PRESERVE ECO-
SYSTEM

“Here, We all have shops 
and businesses so, we help 
each other, we all are there 
for each other in what ever 
way possible” 
- Uncle Chu Who

“I love it here. It’s a place 
full of opportunities, es-
pecially for those trying 
to survive. There’s no bias 
based on experience or 
race — if you can work, 
you’re given a chance.”
- Jamuna

Indian population around 
Sia Boey is low, the few 
found are employees to 
businesses in the area.

“Its a family business since 
2010, and I run this small 
business selling local pas-
tries such as pani puri” 
- Jamiah 

The Malay population 
around Sia Boey primarily 
works in retail, tourism, 
and govt. services, small 
business owners.

Sia Boey’s diverse variety of ar-
chitectural facades, food markets 
and spontaneous pops of street 
art attracts a lot of Non-citizens 
(foreigners)

“We are looking forward 
to exploring the street 
art and the architecture, 
its beautiful! ” 
- Julie

BEHAVIOURAL PATTERN
THE DAILY CYCLES OF SIA BOEY

TOURISTS

9 AM 12 PM 3 PM 6 PM 9 PM

FOREIGN WORKERS

SHOP OWNERS & VENDORS

BLUE COLLAR WORKERS

STUDENTS

CONFLUENCE OF THE CONTINUING LEGACY

LEGIBILITY
WAYS AROUND THE CITY

PEOPLE DISTRIBUTION  Malay 

Chinese 

Indian 

Foreigner 

Homeless MORNING AFTERNOON NIGHT

 Exploring the Streets

 Enjoying the Food

Socializing with 
Friends

Returning Home 
from Work

Returning Home 
from School

Running the 
businesses

Having Lunch 
with Friends

Going to 
School

Going to Work

Maintenance of 
the City

Suppliers Dropping 
off Goods

Construction 
On Sites

CONCLUSION
THE THIRD SPACE

A GATEWAY TO THE HERITAGE CITY

A TASTE OF THE HERITAGE CITY

THE SOCIAL & CULTURE HUB

URBAN WALL
DEFINING THE URBAN GRAIN

BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF THE SITE

AFTERNOON

MAGAZINE STREET

MAGAZINE STREET

THE FUTURETHE PAST THE PRESENT

FILLING THE URBAN VOID THE REGULARSTHE TRANSIENT

The low-rise shophouses stay propor-
tional with the human scale, providing 
a sense of familiarity and belonging. 
(Gehl – Cities for People)

People that come and go, who don’t 
have the sense of belonging to the 
place, lack familiarity.

The park creates a sense of openness, invit-
ing people to explore the contrasting grain 
from the enclosed structures

The site serves its function as an urban void, an ineffective-
ly used space can be transform into an urban public space 
where people can gather and interact, revealing the layers of 
sia boey through the stories and experiences of the regulars

Expanding the green lung of the urban 
fabric by  connecting with the existing 
green belt of Sia Boey

People that belong to the area, the settle-
ments have a high familiarity of the area 
and spend most of their time around the 
area.

A stage could be built as an 
amphitheatre, offering a re-
laxing space for visitors to sit, 
hosting events and perfor-
mances, providing local arti-
sans and organizations with 

exposure.

LEGIBILITY MAP

Reintroduce a farmers market 
to Sia Boey. By night, trans-
form it into a hawker center, 
bringing locals and visitors 
together to celebrate the cul-

ture.

Revivifying dor-
mant spaces for art-
ists and historians 
by adding movable 
and fi xed exhibition 

board.

Providing a space for cultural con-
tinuity by introducing vernacular 
spaces, bringing the sense of famil-

iarity to the inhabitants.    

I n c o r p o r a t e 
more native 

tree species.

Remove existing 
hoarding

Utilize rain har-
vesting             

Cover the drains

Improve pedestri-
an infrastructure
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First, a bold hit that attracts 
you

 Then richer layers unfold as 
you go deeper

Until you’re soaked in the full 
fl avor of its culture and sto-

ries.
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•  NODES OF THE OLD & NEW

• OVERCROWDING

• LACKING PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY

• IMPROVING THE IMAGE OF SIA 

• STRONG PRESENCE OF FOOD

• RISK OF GENTRIFICATION

• NOT PERCEIVED BY THE PUBLIC EYE

• CELEBRATING FOOD AS A 

• SCATTERED REMAINS OF HISTORY

• MOTORCYCLE CROWDING

•  OVERSHADOWED & UNDERVALUED 

• PHYSICALIZE AND SIMPLIFY THE   

• ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT

• PRONE TO INFESTATION

• ACTS AS A GREEN LUNG 

OLD TRADE

INTANGIBLES

COMMUNITY

BOEY

SWOT
DEFINING THE URBAN GRAIN

“A city, like a good meal, isn’t just built, it’s 
tasted. And once you’ve tasted its layers, you can 
never see it the same again.”

George Town was established by the 
British East India Company in 1786 as 
a free port. This attracted many im-
migrants, and by 1792, the population 
had grown to approximately 10,000.

The Prangin River was canalised in 1804 as a moat 
and boundary, thereafter named Prangin Canal, it 

became a trade waterway by 1806.

As trade expanded in 
the 19th century, more 
permanent structures 
appeared, notably 
the construction of 
shophouses along the 
Prangin Canal and 
around the developing 
market area.

In the late 1800s, key develop-
ments included the construc-
tion of the Sia Boey Market 
Hall (Prangin Market) and the 
establishment of a purpose-built 
building for the Anglo-Chinese 
School (now Methodist Boys’ 
School) on Maxwell Road.

George Town was 
inscribed as a UNE-
SCO World Heritage 
Site, however Sia 
Boey was excluded 
due to it not meet-
ing the require-
ments of UNESCO.

GTWHI received 
USM’s archaeological 
fi ndings, and with 
over 5,000 artifacts 
recovered, began 
preparing a com-
prehensive develop-
ment plan.

First phase of revital-
ization began: canal 

cleaning and land-
scape improvement.  

and the site was 
ready to receive visi-

tors by August as the 
canal is transformed 

into a clean water 
feature. 

Throughout 2020, 
ongoing maintenance 
work at Sia Boey in-
cluded managing the 
fi sh population in the 
canal, as well as con-
ducting public aware-
ness efforts and clean-
ing operations. 

The Sia Boey area is mainly populated by the Chinese com-
munity, who are primarily shophouse and business owners. 
Foreigners also make up a signifi cant part of the population. 
Malays and Indians are mostly found around the Komtar 
area, where they typically work as white-collar employees. 
Homeless individuals make up the smallest group.

The post-revitalization of Sia Boey showcases a blend of heritage 
and modern design, with the restored Market Hall now intended 
as an event space, shophouses being carefully restored to preserve 
their heritage facades, and the incorporation of modern park ele-
ments like plazas, green spaces, and a playground.

Maxwell Road func-
tioned as a bustling hub 
for commerce and social 
activity, while Gladstone 

Road was a signifi cant 
thoroughfare, facilitat-
ing transportation and 
movement within the 

city.

The idea of Komtar came up 
and was part of the “progres-

sive” urban planning of the 
Penang state government 

which led to the demolition of 
Gladstone and Maxwell Roads.

This caused the residents 
of the area to be displaced, 
severely disrupting the local 
economy and community

Georgetown lost its Free Port 
Status which led the state 
to an economic restructure, 
which made the Penang 
State industrial centric.

Prangin Canal 
was narrowed and 

covered in some 
sections due to the 

developments in 
the area.

EARLY 1800s

MID 1800s

LATE 1800s

2008 - 2017

EARLY 1900s

LATE 1900s

2000 - 2005

POST-REVITALISATION

2018 - 2020
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The Prangin Canal was further 
covered up and hidden by the 

developments, leaving frag-
ments of it only visible at the 
end of Jalan, and it was seen 

as a dirty drain instead of what 
it once was.

The revival of Sia 
Boey was initiated 

and site handed 
over to George 

Town World Her-
itage Incorporat-
ed (GTWHI) and 

preliminary studies 
began for revital-

ization.

The relocation of the Sia 
Boey market led to a pe-
riod of dereliction in the 
area, which was followed 
by the introduction of 
short-term commercial 
lease plans as a potential 
solution.

The large-scale urban redevelop-
ment envisioned in the initial phase 
5 proposal did not materialize in the 
2000s, hence only the Prangin Mall, 
Komtar Tower and Komtar Walk was 
constructed.

HISTORICAL TIMELINE
WHEN DID THIS ALL START?
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Exploring Sia Boey is like 
catching a whiff of good 

food


